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Belsize Architects to build ‘healthy
house’ in the Chilterns

1 DECEMBER 2020 - BY GREG PITCHER

1/10 Belsize Architects ' Monkey Lodge scheme in the Chilterns

Belsize Architects is to demolish a two-storey detached house in the Chilterns
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and build a largely timber replacement

The north London practice secured planning consent from Wycombe District Council
for the Monkey Lodge scheme near Hambleden village.

A lodge has been on the site for about 140 years with the current house believed to
have been built in the first half of the 20th century.

Belsize will create a two-storey dwelling on the same footprint as the existing house,
using wood and flint as the main two materials.

The scheme will include photovoltaic panels, an air source heat pump and rainwater
harvesting. A duck pond will form a landscaping feature as well as reducing the volume
of impermeable surface on the plot.

The practice has specified local, toxin-free materials to reduce the project’s carbon
footprint and boost the wellbeing of residents.



Belsize said the existing house was ‘not of value’ and that its replacement was inspired
by ‘local vernacular architecture’.

It added: ‘The building is shaped to provide well-oriented rooms and engaging spaces
with well-thought-through circulation and to be capable of adaptation for older age.’

The ground floor will contain living, dining, laundry and utility spaces as well as a
kitchen and a bedroom with en-suite bathroom.

The ground floor will have disabled access while, according to the planning officer
report, a platform lift could ‘easily’ be added to the first floor.

The upper floor will contain two further bedrooms along with two bathrooms and a
library.

The planning report added that the scheme was ‘compatible with the established
pattern of development in the surrounding area’.

Work could start on site early next year.

Belsize Architects ' Monkey Lodge scheme in the Chilterns - design development
sketches
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