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REPORT HOUSING

Angle poise

A substantial house in north
London by Belsize Architects
draws inspiration from its
suburban context.
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ampstead Lane by Belsize Architects
HI‘t:pl;‘L(‘.e.-; an outdated post-war villa within
a conservation area in Highgate, north London.
In addition to providing the client with a spa-
cious family home, the main objectives of the
briefwere to include ample space for entertain-
ing, and to exploit the views towards the golf
course located at the rear of the site.

From the street, the house presents itself as a
contemporary interpretation of neighboring
suburban villas. A red brick-clad facade sits
beneath a high-pitched roof, and is punctured
by a series of angular glazed inserts. Expanses of
white render and glazing to the rear juxtapose
with the more traditional front elevation and
flood the interior spaces with natural light,

The double-height living areais connected to
an enclosed rear patio through full-height slid-
ing glass doors and a stone floor that flows from
inside to outside. Separated from the rest of the
floor plan, the kitchen and second dining area
are smaller in scale to suit everyday family use.
A translucent glass spiral staircase is lit from
above, forming a sculptural element. On the
first floor, each en-suite bedroom has its own
balcony from which to L.‘Ilj():\’ the view.

Located above the living area is an office
mezzanine with integrated glass desks. A hase-
ment helps minimise the building’s volums
above ground, while providing additional living
space and an indoor l)(mi. The sunken court-
vard provides a quiet contemplative space,



orientated to gain maximum sunlight through-
out the day and allow daylight into the sur-
rounding rooms.

The sustainable strategy utilises renewable
energy and recyeling where possible, A Metsec
system with insulation packed between the stucls
was used o construct to external walls up o see-
ond floor level. An outer skin of Sto render was
then applied to the concrete structure,
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A highly insulated and airtight building enve-
lope combined with stack ventilation and solar-
reflecting, double-glazed, argon-filled windows
ensure thermal efficiency. Solar panels heat the
swimming pool and supply most of the house’s
hot water needs. Rainwater harvesting is used to
irrigate the garden. The house is also fully
accessible o wheelchair users, and includes
widened doorways, generous circulation, a lift
and an external access ramp.

Credits Architect: Belsize Archirects: structure: Conisbee:
mé&e: RLA,; interior: Bestetti Associati; gs: BTP Group; main
contractor: Vascroft Contractors; copper roof: KME; insulation:
Kingspan Kooltherm:; brick: Eurabrick System; internal wall, floor
finish: Dinesen; doors: Albed, fireplace: Heals; lifc Lifts for London;
garage door: Rundum Meir; glazing 1Q glass.
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