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Ground floor
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Floor plans
Section
Scale 1:500
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entry

boat storage
changing room
boat repair

gym

disable toilet
plant room
dustbin enclosure
security bike
parking

clubroom
communal kitchen
(kitchen / lounge)
student room

key worker flat
(living / dining)
kitchen

bedroom

storage

terrace

skylight above
roof opening abov
bridges



The original 19th century boathouse of
University College Oxford succumbed to
arson in 1999. Eight years later, architects
were invited to submit a proposal to meet the
college’s requirements for a building which
would provide rowing, social and residential
facilities. The new boathouse did not need

to be as traditional in appearance as its
predecessor, but it still had to be able to
support as much tradition as was invested

in the original building. The design had to
meet the practical constraints. In particular
the entire site Is on a flood plain, as well

as providing a home for protected wetland
species, such as water voles. Creatively, the
design concept for the new Boathouse draws
upon two main principles, which are:

Firstly, the boats, the oars, the water, all
exhibited unique characteristics, which were
manifested in the copper roof. The goal was
to achieve a sort of blade cutting the sky, as
the scull cut the river. The roof, like the shell
of that boat, stretches over the entire building
to provide shelter over the rowers and
spectalors. Strategic penetrations through

it allow streams of light to filter into core
areas. Keeping the roof as thin as possible
and cantilevering it from the building give
uninhibited views to all sides.

Secondly, the architects wanted the ground
level of the building to carry a lot of mass for
storage & security reasons, in as much as

to prevent the occurrence of another arson
attempt. Brick was an obvious choice of
material for both its resistance to tampering,
as well as its use as the predominate material
of the previous building. In working with
such mass, it was critical for the architects to
open the building up at key points to ensure
that it could also be a welcoming volume

to the public during special events. The
insertion of a void through the solid base,
and verticaily through the building, creates a
space in which the landscape is allowed to
enter, while presenting the internal activities
to the surroundings. This atrium is an active
place where all circulation passes, and

its generosity exposes views through and
around the building.

The glazed clubroom is alsc an important
extension of this space. Breaking free from
the louvered first floor, it propels itself out
from the main mass of the building towards
the water. Flanked on two sides by the
generous terraces atop the brick lower mass,
it is a privileged vantage point, giving the
occupant an active view of the river and all
that is happening on and beside it. The new
Boathouse for the University College Oxford
is lifted just above the ground — it is the shell
of a boat, allowing water to pass beneath

it while providing both sheltered as well as
interactive space for participation in the rivers
events.
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Tecu bronze copper roof with
30mm x 30mm batten seams
25mm ply

30mm x 30mm timber battens 400 CTRS
50mm x 150mm timber roof joists
vented roof space

50mm x 150mm timber roof joists
18mm external grade OSB

Tecu bronze copper soffit

with 20mm shadow gap

50mm x 70mm cedar louvers in
pre-cut carrier battens

600mm ctrs. fixed

roofing felt

12mm ply fixed over 50mm x 50mm
battens

50mm rigid insulation

vapour barrier

140mm concrete block

12.5mm plasterboard on dabbing
louver door

50mm x 70mm steel angle frame with
inset louver panel hung on

SS hinges with 100mm x 150mm steel angle
frame, steel painted with MIO Paint RAL 7016
composite aluminum/timber

sliding door

unpolished porcelain tiles

arena grey 450mm x 450mm

75mm screed with under floor heating
vapour barrier

80mm rigid insulation

250mm reinforced concrete

concrete pavers 450mm x 450mm
30mm sand/cement bedding

20mm mastic asphalt

B85mm screed to fall

250mm reinforced concrete

blue brick

50mm air space

150mm reinforced concrete

concrete coping
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Section through roof &
wall of 1st floor

Scale 1:20
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Section through cantilevered glazed box
Scale 1:20

1 suspendedceiling
micro perforated
600mm x 600mm on concealed "T”
metal suspension system
on adjustable hangers
2 100mm x 50mm stud frame with
12.5mm plaster board
with 3mm thistle coat to house perimeter
fluorescent lighting
3 76mm cast iron rainwater pipe
fixed over joists
covered with insulation
to have nominal fall
4 4mm glazing angles
satin SS fixed to continuous angle
. toallow for £ 25mm movement for roof
5 bespoke satin SS fin shoe
carrier for glass fins
perimeter trench heating between fins =
bespoke S8 fin shoe
carrier for glass fins |
anchor bolted to floor |
8 non setting expanding tape,
compraband 30-100mm
9 unpolished porcelain tiles 8 l
arena grey 450mm = 450mm 7
75mm screed with i)
underfloor heating coils
vapour barrier
80mm rigid insulation
DPM
250mm reinforced concrete, !
soffit painted with external grade - i
masonry paint ’
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