Belsize Architects’ Saudi villas win planning
17 September, 2018 By Greg Pitcher

London’s Belsize Architects has secured planning permission for a cluster of six
villas close to the sea in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
The practice designed the luxury homes at a 45-degree angle within their plots to allow
expansive views while avoiding overlooking.
The site is close to the Gulf Corniche and forms part of a wider masterplan including
retail and commercial space.
Belsize Architects said the main challenge was to provide open views to the sea while
respecting local social requirements for privacy.
‘At the same time there was a requirement to create shared, communal amenity space
within the complex for neighbours to connect and for children to play together in a safe
space,’ said the practice. ‘The overall design also had to take account of the climate
which is often harsh, with severe heat and humidity.’
The villas are set in a staggered formation and each features two separate routes of
access for social reasons.
Living rooms and kitchens are on the ground floor, bedrooms on the first floor, while on
the top is a family room with an adjoining, partially covered terrace, which can be made
entirely private using a canvas curtain.
The villas have their own private gardens, which are not overlooked by neighbours.
Belsize Architects’ overhaul of Grade II* listed Nash Terrace house in Regents Park
was shortlisted in the AJ Retrofit Awards 2017.
Work is expected to start on the Saudi scheme before the end of the year.
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Project data
Location Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
Type of project Residential
Client Al-Turki Development
Architect Belsize Architects
Landscape architect Belsize Architects
Lighting consultant Belsize Architects
Main contractor To be confirmed
Funding Private
Tender date October 2018
Start on site date December 2018
Completion date March 2020

